
Manchester Community Choir Committee Meeting: 9 January 2014

Present:   Chrissie (chair), Sue, Tudor, Mary, Maggie, Sian, Arthur, Jo, Sophie, Sandra, Liz, Flo
Apologies:  Julie

SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS ARISING
Agenda item Action Responsibility
2. 5.1 Sue to do new register and liaise with Sandra Sue
2. 8.1 Badge-making all
2. 14.1 Tea queue management Mary
4.3 Assess need for a stand-alone banner All
5 Contact Celia McGoldrick Tudor
6.3 Open up Chrissie/Jo/Tudor
6.4 Order cake Maggie
6.5 Take over events coordinating; take over minutes Flo/Sophie
7.3 Give Polly a CD and thank her Tudor
7.4 Liaise with Carol for soup and sandwiches Sandra
7.5 Email Tudor re insurance request Flo
8.1 Email Chrissie re shopping list and Arthur re signs Maggie
9.1 Mention extra-rehearsal in email Liz
13.1 Check availability of Union Chapel July 7 Maggie

ACTION POINTS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS / LONGER TERM ACTIONS / NOTES 
FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Meeting Action Responsibility
July 2013 Look out for ways of performing on Peace Day Ongoing- Chrissie
July 2013 Criteria for travel assistance to be reviewed Ongoing -Tudor
Dec 2013 Discuss ways of taking part in Llangollen All

 

Minutes of the previous meeting

1.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 12/12/2013 were approved as a correct record.

Matters arising 

5.1 Tudor has produced some new sign-up sheets. Loose ends are being resolved.
Agreed: Sue to do a new register and liaise with Sandra 
5.2 Liz to conduct alto trial on Sunday.
8.1 There was a brief discussion about badges. 
Agreed: Badges will not be bought. Members can make their own!
9.1 No take up on blog. 
9.1 Photos and videos of the Library event are now on the website.
14.1 Agreed :Mary has volunteered to be the “queue mover” this Sunday. 

Llangollen: Agreed this is a long-term aim. Tudor has written to the organisers asking for 2015 dates. 
No reply so far. Possibly some committee members could go along this summer and find out if there 
is a specific community choir slot. 



Numbers update

112 members.  4/5 prospective new members coming this Sunday.

Treasurer’s report & CD sales update

4.1 Tudor explained that we spend a substantial part of our funds on gigs. Each free performance 
costs approx. £ 220. On that basis, we could do another 8 gigs this year. There is a need to monitor 
the situation regularly but at the moment it is quite healthy.
The subs amount to approx. £ 6000, just above last year’s figure, however the breakdown of subs 
has changed from approx. 1/3 of members in each category to the following: 35% pay the full fee; 
42% pay the middle fee. 17% pay the lower fee.

4.2 Regarding CDs, we need to sell another 40 to break even.

4.3 There was a suggestion to buy a pull-up stand-alone banner. Brief discussion about the pros and 
cons.
Agreed: review gigs to estimate how much use would be made of it.  

Liz’s comments

Liz mentioned the songs chosen for Abiola’s gig and asked about arrangements regarding the Spring 
Concert. The choir should perform for about 45 mn. The actual participants are still to be 
determined. Audience participation was suggested and thought a good idea.
Agreed: Tudor to get in touch with Celia McGoldrick about possible participation.  
For the coming term, Liz has planned to start a South African song, possibly a Mandarin song too. 

Handover from Freddi

1.2 Meeting place: Coop Hall has been booked for some meetings. Mary and Sian both offered to 
host meetings as well.

1.3 Sign-up sheets to be given by Tudor to people in charge of organizing each gig.
1.4 Spare key: Tudor/Chrissie/ Jo (Jo to get Freddi’s key)
Agreed: Jo/Chrissie/Tudor to share the opening up.

1.5 Everybody happy with celebration cake design.
Agreed: Maggie to order it from Asda.

1.6 Event coordinating.
Agreed: Flo will take over the events coordinating job. Sophie will take over the minutes from Flo.

Correspondence and Suggestions

1.7 Shortening the time of Monday rehearsal.
There was a discussion about this, but Liz thinks she needs the time and the committee 
unanimously agreed to keep rehearsals as they are.
1.8 Putting song words on screen.
Liz felt strongly there was a dependency issue with doing that, and that members would look at the
screen instead of watching her. Again, the committee agreed to leave things as they are.
1.9 Polly had sent an article about Stuart Maconie citing Tar Barrels in Dale. She has offered to 

send him our CD.  The committee thought this was a good idea.
Agreed: Tudor to give Polly a CD to send and to thank her for this suggestion.



1.10 Suggestion for a soup and sandwiches event with the Melody Macs on April 5 or March 29.
Agreed: Sandra to liaise with Carol

1.11 Flo had received an email from Macclesfield choir asking for info about public liability 
insurance.

Agreed: Flo to forward email to Tudor for reply. 

15th anniversary celebration

1.12 Agreed: Maggie to send shopping list to Chrissie and list of signs to be made to Arthur.  
1.13 Jobs on the day:
Serving drinks/cakes (Paul and Jack)
Door (Sue and Mary)
CD sales (Tudor and Jo)
Ushering (Sian/Sandra)
Putting up displays (Chrissie/Barry)
Buckets (Sandra/Flo)

Future gigs

9.1 Abiola/Olayinka Jan 18.
Agreed: Liz to mention extra-rehearsal in her email.
9.2 Spring concert March 14
9.3 Chorlton festival– awaiting answer
9.4 VBaths June 1. Jo to be in charge. Possible rehearsal on May 29.
9.5. RYB : Chrissie has been in contact with Keith. Awaiting more info.
9.6 December concert for FFT 

Hebden Bridge Street Choir Festival 

1.14 There was a suggestion that choir members could go on the same train.

Workshops

Ongoing.

New leaflet for potential gigs

Discussion deferred till next meeting but Becky Perry (Soprano) has offered to do the design. 

July rehearsals 

Agreed: Maggie to check whether the Union Chapel is available on Monday 7.
Also Sunday 20 (could be used as preparation for September gigs).

Date and venue of next meetings

As previously stated.
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