
Manchester Community Choir Committee Meeting: 10 May 2012 

 
Present:    Mary (chair), Eddie, Freddi, Maggie, Polly, Sandra, Sian, Sue, Tudor, Liz (via Skype) 
Apologies:   Flo, Stella 
 

SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS ARISING 

Agenda item Action Responsibility 

3.4 Book Coop Hall for 12 July Mary 

3.5 Speak to refreshment team at St Werbergh’s Committee 
members singing 
on 20th May 

3.6 Circulate Cor Mio’s song  
‘I am a river’ to be sent to Cor Mio 
Check availability of Union Chapel for rehearsals 9th and 17th 
September  
Produce draft outline of Cor Mio concert and send to Cor Mio 

Tudor 
Tudor 
Stella 
 
Tudor 

3.7 Liz to be put in touch with FC United via Lynette. 
Press release for our concert on 23rd July 

Polly 
Tudor / Sian 

4.2 Liaise with Arthur Burns re email received Tudor 

6.1 Circulate survey questions Sue 

6.1 Draft survey monkey questionnaire based on these Eddie 

7 Find out cost implications of recording more than one session 
for the CD 
Retrieve remaining CDs from Steve to be sold at £3 

Tudor 
 
Tudor 

 
 

ACTION POINTS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS / LONGER TERM ACTIONS / NOTES 
FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

Meeting  Action Responsibility 

May 2012 Decide on appropriate recording date for CD – prob spring 
term 

All 

May 2012 Plan weekend social event for new members to learn likely 
songs for recording 

All 

April 2012 Discuss fund-raising website idea with Eva Tudor – see 2.2 

April 2012 Annual review of fee when MD’s contract is renewed All – see 2.1 

Sept 2011 Committee member to stay late after future parties All – will need to 
agree who it is as 
it arises during 
the year 

Feb 2012 Feedback on new design of website All – ongoing  

1. Minutes of the previous meeting 

 
1.1 The minutes of the meeting held on were approved as a correct record, subject to altering 

matters relating of Union Chapel from Sandra to Stella. 

AGREED:  

 These could be uploaded to the website. 



2. Matters arising  

 

SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS ARISING 

Agenda item Action Status 

3.2 Cancel Union Chapel for 13th May To check with 
Stella 

3.5 Book St Werbergh’s for 23rd July Done 

3.7 Venue for Norwegian choir performance Done 

3.7 Invite other choirs to Norwegian choir performance Done 

3.7 Check availability of Union Chapel for 21st Sept To check with 
Stella 

 
6.3 
6.3 
6.4 

Issues to discuss with MD at future meeting:  
Comments from the AGM feedback 
Use of radio mic 
Poll of choir re frequency of rehearsals 

See below 

6.5 Liaise with Liz re pay rise Done 

 
2.1 Mary and Sandra had been liaising with other choirs as to ‘going rate’ payment for MDs and 

would continue to do this pending the next review of Liz’s salary. 
 

2.2 Tudor to report on the fundraising idea from Eva at the next meeting. 

3. Performance update 

 
3.1 Action for Sustainable Living  Platt Chapel 18 April (evening) 

It was unfortunate that the performance had to be curtailed and the choir was left stranded 
on stage.  The audience was very receptive.  Mary told the organisers that an apology was in 
order for the way the choir was treated, and one has been received, but payment has not yet 
been made.  
 

3.2 Adult Learners Event - 13th May at the People’s History Museum.  
Rehearsal is Friday 11th May 7.30 pm at Co-op Hall.   

AGREED: 

 Sian to email to remind everyone that there is no rehearsal on Sunday. 
 

3.3 Chorlton Arts Festival, Sunday 20th May – St Werburgh’s  
Meet 7 pm, sing 8 pm.  Rehearsal space is upstairs. 
Rehearsal Friday 18th May, 7.30 pm, Co-op Hall.  
Sian has produced flyers for distribution. 
 

3.4 Street Choir Festival Bury, 13-15th July  
There has been an extension of a week on the registration time. 
Rehearsal Thursday 12 July – Co-op Hall, 7.30 pm 

AGREED: 

 Mary to book Co-op Hall for 12 July. 
 

3.5 Our annual concert, 23rd July, St Werburgh’s 



We will charge for this event – £5 and £3. Provisionally, not including drinks but we will 
provide cakes but this needs to be discussed with the venue. 

AGREED: 

 We will speak to the refreshment team at the concert on the 20th.  
 

3.6 Norwegian Choir, weekend of 22nd September 
They will arrive on morning of Thursday 20th Sept, staying at the McDonald hotel in Piccadilly. 
We will have welcome for them on the Friday night and also learn the songs we are going to 
sing together – they have sent us a song to learn.  We will kick off the concert with 2 songs 
sung jointly. 
We need to send the Norwegian choir a song.  One possibility would be the Rain Forest song, 
but this would also be a good one to do with all the choirs at the end.  
Each choir will have a short slot – but also have a kind of massed sing at the end as well 
including the Rain Forest Song, Freedom etc. 
We need to confirm our set list and liaise with the other choir to make sure there’s no 
duplication of songs. Other choirs to do about 10-15 minutes each – Cor Mio will have longer.  
MCC and Cor Mio. 
Individual performances from the choirs. 

AGREED: 

 Tudor to send the Norwegian song round to everyone 
 I am a River to be the song we will ask the Norwegian choir to sing. 
 Rehearsals 9th and 17th September if Union Chapel available – Stella to check 
 Tudor will send a draft outline to the Norwegian choir to ask them whereabouts to sing.  

 
3.7 Requests received: 
 
 21st July Platt Chapel  
 8th July – request from Chrissie Gibson – Heaton Moor  
 Wedding in a church 22nd Sept  
 PR company for one song in the afternoon of a weekday. 
 FC United request for partnership on a community singing project for children. 

AGREED: 

 We would have to refuse all these.  Liz feels we have enough in the calendar at the moment.  
 We would put Liz in touch with FC United – Polly would check with Lynette in the sopranos. 
 It was also agreed that we need a press officer – Sian volunteered.  Tudor will produce a press 

release for our concert for Sian to distribute.  

4. Correspondence and suggestions 

4.1 We have received a certificate from Adult Learners. 
 

4.2 Sian has received an email from Arthur Burns.  More information needed.  

AGREED: 

 Tudor will liaise with Arthur. 

5. Numbers update 

5.1 Membership stands at 118.  
 



6. AGM feedback 

6.1 Following the consideration of the comments made at the last meeting, Sue has prepared the 
survey and explanatory text to explore polling the choir about which was the preferred option, 
2 or 3 rehearsals a month.  The whole choir would then be polled as not everyone was at the 
AGM.   The comments about rehearsals have been passed to Liz.  

AGREED: 

 Sue will circulate the text of the questions she has prepared. 
 Eddie will investigate a survey monkey format for submitting online. 
 
6.2 Website – following the survey at the AGM, Sian has now set up the website group.  
 

7. CD production 

 
7.1 Tudor has been looking into costings and gave details. Estimates for CD production for 500 

copies to be manufactured - £850 plus additional costs of about £200 – we should estimate 
£1,100.  This would wipe out our reserves.   
 

7.2 There was some discussion of issues around the logistics of recording and production: 
 

 We would need to record it 3 or 4 weeks before we want it on sale.  This would be rushed 
to get it out for the annual concert.   

 The suggested number of tracks is 14.    
 Liz would prefer to plan to do it at a time when we don’t have a lot of concerts on, because 

then we could focus extra rehearsals on preparing for the recording – Liz thinks that we 
would need two rehearsals in very quick succession (eg successive nights).   

 Another possibility would be to do record in more than one batch, as this would involve 
getting fewer songs up to speed all at one time.  However, this might have an impact on 
costs and also we would need to be in the same venue each time, otherwise it would be 
noticeable in the sound.   

 Another possibility would be to fit in a recording session before the end of this year.  Spring 
term might be a good time to do the remainder of the recording.  Liz is keen that we have 
plenty of rehearsals before the recording. 
 

7.3 We have 250 copies of the CD from July 2008 (this is about half the number which was 
manufactured).  This hasn’t been promoted. We would try and sell these at performances in 
future. 

AGREED: 

 Tudor to review cost implications of recording more than one session 
 Tudor to get the CDs from Steve – we will sell the remainder at £3 
 Decide on when to do recording next term – most likely to take place in spring term 
 We would have a social event on a weekend focusing on bringing new choir members up to 

speed on songs we might want to record – date tba later as appropriate. 
 

8. Announcements (for Friday) 

 Mary to thank Ruth following the success of the workshop.  
 Reminder no rehearsal on Sunday 
 Street Choir money and new rehearsal date.  



9. Date of next meeting  

7th June at the Co-op Hall – apologies from Maggie. 
5th July at Co-op Hall – apologies from Eddie. 


