
Manchester Community Choir Committee Meeting: 7 June 2012 

 
Present:    Mary (chair), Eddie, Flo, Polly, Sandra, Sian, Stella, Sue, Tudor  
Apologies:   Maggie 
 

SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS ARISING 

Agenda item Action Responsibility 

3.4  
(Our concert) 

Check with St Werburgh’s: Monday group / locking hall / 
refreshments   
Discuss positioning of choir with Liz 
Choir to be asked to donate cakes for our concert via email 
and announcement. 

Tudor 
 
Mary 
Sian (email) / Sue 
(announcement) 

3.6 (Cor Mio 
concert) 

Confirm St Peters  
Confirm Liz’s availability for rehearsal on Friday 
Check position re refreshments 
Produce tickets 
Liaise with other MDs on song choices 
Produce flyer for other choirs 
Confirm set lists etc with MDs for programme (August) 
Produce programme (September) 
Contact local papers 
‘Things to do in Manchester’ for Cor Mio 
Ask choir for friends/family volunteers to help out on the day 

Tudor 
Tudor 
Tudor 
Eddie 
Liz 
Sian 
Tudor 
Eddie 
Tudor 
Flo 
Tudor 
(announcement) 

4.1 Write to Juliet Mary 

4.2 Length of warm-up to be discussed with Liz (or put on agenda 
for next meeting Liz attends) 

Mary 

6.1 Announce the survey at the next rehearsal with a deadline of 
26th 2012 June  
Circulate online link to choir members 
Provide a hard copy to the two choir members who do not 
have access to email at the next rehearsal  

Sue 
 
Eddie / Sian 
Eddie / Mary 

7 Agenda items for next meeting: MD fee, membership fees, 
website 

Mary 

7 Provide further information about asylum seekers choir 
request 

Eddie 

 
 

ACTION POINTS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS / LONGER TERM ACTIONS / NOTES 
FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

Meeting  Action Responsibility 

May 2012 Decide on appropriate recording date for CD – prob spring 
term 

All 

May 2012 Plan weekend social event for new members to learn likely 
songs for recording 

All 

April 2012 Discuss fund-raising website idea with Eva Done – see below 
2.1 

April 2012 Annual review of fee when MD’s contract is renewed All – agenda item 
for July meeting 

Sept 2011 Committee member to stay late after future parties All – will need to 
agree who it is as 



it arises during 
the year 

Feb 2012 Feedback on new design of website All – ongoing – 
see AOB for 
update on web 
group 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting 

 
1.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 10 May 2012 were approved as a correct record. 

AGREED:  

 These could be uploaded to the website. 

2. Matters arising  

 

SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS ARISING 

Agenda item Action Status 

3.4 Book Coop Hall for 12 July Not available – 
Friends Meeting 
House used 
instead (see below 
3.5) 

3.5 Speak to refreshment team at St Werbergh’s See below 3.4 

3.6 Circulate Cor Mio’s song  
‘I am a river’ to be sent to Cor Mio 
Check availability of Union Chapel for rehearsals 9th and 17th 
September  
Produce draft outline of Cor Mio concert and send to Cor Mio 

See below 3.6 

3.7 Liz to be put in touch with FC United via Lynette. 
Press release for our concert on 23rd July 

 
In progress – see 
below 3.4 

4.2 Liaise with Arthur Burns re email received Tudor – in 
progress 

6.1 Circulate survey questions Done 

6.1 Draft survey monkey questionnaire based on these Done 

7 Find out cost implications of recording more than one session 
for the CD 
Retrieve remaining CDs from Steve to be sold at £3 

In progress 
 
Done 

 
2.1 Tudor has liased with Eva – this can be sent to the choir.  

 
2.2 All other outstanding items on agenda. 

3. Performance update 

 
3.1 Action for Sustainable Living  Platt Chapel 18 April (evening) 

Payment has now been received for this.  
 

3.2 Adult Learners Event - 13th May at the People’s History Museum.  
This was a very successful event.   



 
3.3 Chorlton Arts Festival, Sunday 20th May – St Werburgh’s  

This was a tremendous success.  There was some great feedback from the audience. Some 
lessons can be learned from the staging before we hold our concert there on the 23rd July (see 
below 3.4). 
 

3.4 Our annual concert, 23rd July, St Werbergh’s 
Warm-up at 6.45 pm, performance at 8 pm. 
Cost £5, £3 concessions, tickets on the door (Mary’s husband is happy to take money on the 
door). Rehearsal is on Sunday 22nd July.  
Some issues arising from the experience at Chorlton Arts (same venue):  
There were also some issues with the sopranos being squashed, access to the loos, and 
getting upstairs to the rehearsal room.  
Tudor has spoken to St Werbergh’s about these issues.  
We can have the Green Room for rehearsing which will be more accessible, although there 
might be an issue with noise carrying.  We can have the key to the hall next door so that the 
loos there can be used for the choir (beforehand and at the interval).  This might require 
someone locking the hall again afterwards, depending on the group who is in the hall.  The 
piano could be moved to accommodate more space for the sopranos.  

AGREED: 

 Tudor will check with St Werburgh’s as to who else is in on that Monday and whether there is 
likely to be noise / whether we will need to lock the hall again and also discuss arrangements 
for the choir to have refreshments in the interval. 

 We would discuss positioning on the stage with Liz, including need for chairs for some 
members of the choir as it will be a long concert.  

 We wouldn’t sell cakes but would ask for a donation from the audience in return for a cake.  
 We will ask choir members to contribute cakes – via email and announcement. 
 £75 flat fee to the church as payment rather than a share of the proceeds although Tudor will 

also discuss whether we can raise the fee so tea / coffee for the audience can be included in 
the price.  
 

3.5 Street Choir Festival Bury, 13-15th July  
Sandra had written an email to explain to new members exactly what street choir 
arrangements are (registration etc).   52 registrations were sent off but returned by the post 
office – Bury had not collected them – Sandra has therefore taken them in person.   
Rehearsal is 7.30 pm Thursday 12th July at the Friends Meeting House.  
 

3.6 Cor Mio concert, 22nd September 
Venue: St Werburgh’s will be too small for the number of choir members envisaged – Tudor 
has investigated alternatives.  St Peter’s Chaplaincy on Oxford Road is big enough to 
accommodate numbers including rehearsal space for the various choirs, but the cost is £310.  
 
There was some discussion of logistics and ticketing arrangements – we would have 
approximately 100 seats available for non-choir performers – if we sold these for £3 each this 
would cover the cost of the venue.  
 
Union Chapel has been booked for the rehearsal / reception on Friday night.  Bring food to 
share.  
 
22nd September is also Playing for Change day – we discussed the possibility of passing a hat 
round in aid of this.  



 
Non-singing helpers needed – ushers, to manage refreshments etc.  
 
There was some discussion of management of refreshments.  We can sell refreshments in the 
lobby – cups etc are available at the venue but we would take our own supplies of tea, coffee 
etc.  However, this would be onerous given the numbers and also time in the interval – we 
could see whether the venue could do something.  If not we could ask the MCC refreshment 
team if they would be able to help.  

AGREED: 

 Tudor to confirm St Peters and check with Liz that she is available on Friday – Tudor also to 
check whether they could offer help with staffing refreshments   

 We would sell tickets for £3 to our own choir members initially – by the end of term.  Any 
spares to be offered to other choirs at the end of the July – Eddie to produce tickets 

 Liz will act as MC and will be liaising with other MDs to avoid duplication of songs 
 Flyer to be sent to other choirs so they can promote to their members – Sian will produce this. 
 Programme will include a little information about each choir, running order and set list – 

Tudor will contact each MD about this – Eddie to produce programme in September based on 
information provided 

 Tudor will contact local papers so that there could be a story afterwards  
 Flo will put together a list of things to do in Manchester for Cor Mio. 
 To appeal to choir members whether they have a friend or family members who might be 

willing to help with some of the ushering etc 
 

4. Correspondence and suggestions 

4.1 Juliet has resigned.   

AGREED: 

 Mary will write and thank her on behalf of the choir.  
 

4.2 Stella has received an email from a choir member who for health reasons finds it difficult to do 
a warm up followed by a rehearsal.  It was noted that this is a potential issue for a number of 
members of the choir.  There was some discussion of ways in which we could arrange things to 
be less strenuous so as to be more accommodating to members of the choir who find this 
difficult.  Warm times are quite long.   

AGREED: 

 We would discuss this further with Liz. 

5. Numbers update 

5.1 Membership stands at 120.  
 

6. AGM feedback 

6.1 Following the consideration of the comments made at the last meeting, Sue has prepared the 
survey and explanatory text to explore polling the choir about which was the preferred option, 
2 or 3 rehearsals a month.  Some suggestions had been made for tweaking the survey and 
committee members had tested an online version for choir members to complete via survey 
monkey to make collation of the results easier.   



AGREED: 

 To announce the survey at the next rehearsal with a deadline of 26th 2012 June for collation 
for the next meeting on 5th July. 

 To provide a hard copy to the two choir members who do not have access to email at the next 
rehearsal – Eddie to email this to Mary. 

 

7. AOB 

 
7.1 MD issues and membership fees to be put on the agenda for next time.  Liz to be invited to 

the meeting after that.  
7.2 Website group – some progress has been made.  Laura is working on a logo.  Website to be 

put on the agenda for the next meeting.  
7.3 Eddie had received a request for advice from a friend hoping to start a choir for asylum seekers 

in the Halifax area.  One possibility might be to invite them over, or put them in touch with a 
group nearer them.  Sue offered to make suggestions if further information could be provided. 

 

AGREED:  

 To be put on agenda next time:  MD fee, membership fees, website group. 
 Eddie to provide further information to Sue about the asylum group. 

 

8. Announcements  

 Sue – performances (inc cheques about street choirs) and survey and cakes 
 Mary – money and forms to Tudor 
 Tudor – more info about Cor Mio event 
 Eva to make announcement about fundraising 

 

9. Date of next meeting  

5th July at Co-op Hall – apologies from Eddie and Stella. 
Someone else will need to take minutes please! 


