
Manchester Community Choir Annual General Meeting 13 January 2013

Chair:    Mary
Present:  Members of MCC choir and committee
Apologies:  included Rebecca, Jill, Sue, Julie, Jane, Dorothy, Biddy, Liz, Helen, David

1. Minutes of the previous meeting

1.1 The minutes of the 2012 AGM were tabled and were approved as a correct record.

2. Matters arising

2.1   None from the committee. 

2.2   From the membership:  It was suggested that the minutes should be circulated on the website 
within the next month.

3. Introduction and election of Committee members

3.1 Mary introduced the members of the committee: 
 Chrissie had been co-opted onto the committee during the year
 Sandra had been events coordinator for 5 years, and was standing down – Mary thanked

her and there was applause
 Tudor -  Treasurer
 Sue  - vice chair and deputy events coordinator
 Eddie  - had been the minuting secretary for 3 years and was standing down from that 

post 
 Flo – had been membership secretary for 3 years and was standing down
 Sian – website and emails
 Polly – workshops and misc taks
 Freddi – without portfolio
 Maggie – without portfolio
 Stella on committee for 5 years, including laision with Union Chapel, and was standing 

down from the committee – she was thanked for her contribution to the committee and
there was applause from the choir. 

3.2 All the committee then stood down and stood for re-election with the exception of Stella. 

3.3 Mary asked if there were other members of the choir wanting to join the committee but 
there were not. 

3.4 Election of chair – Chrissie had offered to stand as chair. 

AGREED (proposed Sian, seconded Sandra, carried unanimously, with applause and Happy 
Birthday!)

3.5 Election of member ship secretary – Sandra had offered to take over as membership 
secretary. 



AGREED (proposed Sue, seconded Anne B, carried unanimously) 

3.5 Election of events coordinator – Freddi  had offered to take over as membership secretary.  
Maggie has offered to help her. 

AGREED (proposed Polly, seconded Maggie, carried unanimously) 

3.6 Confirmation of Treasurer.  Tudor still in post and was willing to continue.

3.7 Election of remainder of committee:  the rest of the committee was re-elected en bloc.   

AGREED (proposed Chrissie, seconded Mike, carried unanimously) 

4. Chair’s report 

4.1 Mary said she was sad to be ending her time as chair but felt it was right that there was a 3 
year limit on the post in order for a fresh approach periodically.  She outlined some of the 
highlights of the year, including the singing at Cross St Chapel, for Mary’s asylum campaign, 
People’s History Museum, and St Werburgh’s as part of Chorlton Arts.  We are hoping to get 
the same venue again. Bury Street Choirs was very enjoyable this year.  The 2011-12 choir year
ended with our own concert at St Werburgh’s.  She thanked all the choir members who had 
contributed cakes. 

4.2 Mary’s highlight was the visit of Cor Mio, the visiting choir from Norway.  Concert at St Peter’s 
where there were several different choirs taking part was a huge success.  We ended 2012 
singing at the Christmas Fair at Warrington Peace Centre, followed by Selfridges – we are 
looking again at the criteria we will use for gigs as there were some problems with the 
Selfridges gig. 

4.3 Sian was thanked for all the work on the website and Mary handed over to her for an update. 
Sian thanked Steve for his work on the original site, Laura had designed a beautiful logo which 
we were now using on all official material as much as possible.  Andrew had worked on the 
menu.    Chrissie, Andrew, Laura and Barry all helped at meetings to design a website which 
would be useful to members and the public.  Sian thanked everyone who had commented on 
the website and asked that people continue to do so. 

4.4 Mary outlined plans for a new CD this year. 
4.5 She then thanked the committee.
4.6 Mary also thanked Liz and expressed her admiration for Liz’s work with the choir. 
4.7 Finally, Mary thanked the whole choir – it is our choir and together we are on track to have 

another splendid year. 

5. MD’s report

5.1 Liz had considered three themes for her report – ‘what worked well’,’ even better if…’  and 
‘looking forward’.  

5.2 What worked well: Cor Mio was Liz’s highlight.  She loved singing with the choir, and she also 
enjoyed seeing us with other local choirs.  St Werburgh’s was some of our best singing this 
year – at the end of year concert, there were 10 songs which was a lot. 

5.3 We’ve also sung in some challenging circumstances – eg Platt Chapel, Bury, peace Centre, 
bottom of the escalator at Selfridges.



5.4 Even better if:  suspects some of the basses are tenors so will be doing some testing of range. 
She is studying conducting this year and hopes this will improve.

5.5 Want to make rehearsals more enjoyable – last term we had to work very hard to learn several
news songs quickly. 

5.6 She is looking forward to looking back at our favourite songs over the past 4 and half years and
recording our most favourite songs.  Other suggestions, to compress the warm-up a little.  
Wants to strike the right balance to raise the standard of the choir as well as making rehearsals
enjoyable.  Finally looking forward to Street Choirs, with some old favourites, with a new song 
which we will learn in sections.  The theme of peace – Peace Train by Cat Stevens. 

5.7 Liz thanked everyone and said we are the reason she comes to choir. 

1 Treasurer’s Report

5.8 A report had been circulated.  Tudor explained the year had been successful financially.  
Figures:  £1728 in-year surplus – a slightly revised version from what had originally been 
tabled.  £500 in a deposit account.  We are in a good position.  Tudor said this was partly as a 
result of an increase in funds from subs, and also the money raised from concerts, particularly 
the end of year concert at St Werburgh’s. 

5.9 There was a query as to what the surplus would be used for – Mary explained that it would go 
on the production of the CD and possibly could be used for subsidising travel etc for the Street 
Choirs Festival.  

6. AOB

9.1 Mary thanked Alison who had been managing the rota during the year – it was now going to 
be managed by the committee and on the website.  Mary also thanked Annie and the tea-
making team for their work, and there was a round of applause from the choir. 

9.2 Freddi reminded everyone about signing up for the rota and the signing-in sheets.

9.3 A choir members asked if there were any concerts immediately forthcoming.  Sandra explained
that Chorlton Arts was coming up in May but we didn’t have the exact date yet.  We will hear 
Feb / March.  We also know we have:

  7th July Victoria baths – 7th July. 
Street Choirs – 19th – 21st July (more info to follow)
Sing for Water – Anne B will keep choir members informed. 

9.4 Polly announced the Northern Harmony workshop Sat 9 Feb. 
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