
 

 

Manchester Community Choir: AGM : 13/12/2015 
Union Chapel 
 
Apologies : Ewa Barker, Maggie Seaby, Sandra Hunt, Alan McDonald, Lesley 
Heath, Gill Sutton, Sheila Pickford,  Ann Robertson 
 
1. Minutes of 2014 AGM 
Accepted as accurate record 
 
2. Matters arising 
None 
 
3.Chair’s Report 
Chrissie reminded us of the 2014 performances and events.  
Highlights were the Growing Together event at St. Chrysostoms, Quarry Bank Mill, 
St.Werburghs, Central Library and the sunny Whitby Streetchoir Festival  
Workshop highlight was the one lead by Lester Simpson. 
 
The year has seen a good response to the request to boost numbers of performers at 
events and choir membership continues at a healthy level. 
The consultation and vote on the new choir colours had a successful outcome. 
Positive feedback on the black with green accessories had been received. 
We now have published guidelines for suggestions for additions to our repertoire 
and it was agreed that this could go onto the website  
Looking ahead , we are about to do our final performance of 2015 at Victoria 
Station , busking for Children with Cancer.  
 
In 2016 we will be going to Leicester Streetchoir Festival and Tudor announced our 
acceptance at Llangollen (9/7/2016) to which there will be free coach travel.  
Chrissie announced that it has been decided to change the choir venue starting in 
the New Year, to Didsbury Baptist Church. This is due to our numbers having 
“outgrown” U.C. where facilities are now inadequate for our needs. 
 
Chrissie has now completed 3 years as Chair. She thanked Liz for the continuous 
improvement she has brought to our performance standards. She thanked everyone 
who has contributed to maintaining and running rehearsals and events. 
In response to a question from Ruth re Sally’s songs, Chrissie said she was in touch 
with Sally’s partner and several of these songs were under active consideration for 
inclusion into our repertoire. 
 
Barry expressed shock at the decision to change venues as he foresaw difficulties 
for those using buses to attend rehearsals due to recent cutbacks in services and 
some areas of the city being less well served .This view was supported by John 
Olley. 
Chrissie explained the need for a quick decision and expressed the advantages of 



 

 

the new venue, being close to a Metro stop and numerous bus services along 
Wilmslow Road, and having improved facilities for rehearsals in relation to U.C., 
but promised a review in 2016 and to listen to individual difficulties arising from 
the move. Several useful suggestions were made about transport and parking for 
D.B.C. 
 
4. Treasurer's Report 
The report showed the Choir to be in a good financial position with a surplus at 
September 2015 of £6,269.72 in the current account and £507.00 in the Savings 
account. The committee is in the process of deciding how this money is to be 
spent. We also raised 274.92 from the easyfundraising.com website which raises a 
small amount of money from on-line purchases. 
It was agreed that we circulate to members about the ideas under discussion for 
using our surplus. 
 
5. Introduction and election of Committee members 
Flo, Sue, Arthur and Sophie are all stepping down and were thanked for their 
service. 
Wendy, Larry and Ray were all voted on after being proposed en bloc by Liz , 
seconded by Mick. 
 
6. Election of Officers 
Ewa and Sian are continuing in their respective current roles and Jo was proposed 
by Chrissie, seconded by Mike Gibson for the role of Chair. 
Maggie was proposed by Mary O’Mahony for Deputy Chair, seconded by Ruth . 
Chrissie was proposed as Secretary by Vicki Liddell, seconded by Mary O’Mahony. 
Larry was proposed as joint Membership Secretary by Pete Somerville and 
seconded by Sue Somerville. 
It was agreed that we circulate information about when officers are due to come to 
the end of their terms in advance of the next AGM. 
 
7. MD's Report 
What went well?  
We had some excellent performances, including St. Ninian's ,Heaton Park, 
St.Chrysostom, Quarry Bank, Whitby and Victoria Baths. 
The Choirs performance has been greatly improved by learning various techniques 
- secret breaths, embouchure, vowel pronunciation, and smoothing - :all leading to 
improved intonation. 
Liz had received positive feedback from audiences, especially ex-choir members. 
We watched videos from 2013 and 2015 and the difference was clear.  
During our recent Central Library gig there was excellent communication with the 
audience -"smiling "! 
 
Even better if?   
We could work on more coordinated entrances and exits (venues permitting). 
Work on posture and facial expression. Engage with the audience, use of silent 



 

 

breaths. 
What next? 
Liz will study the concept of "stacking" voices, which would involve placing voices 
together for better blending. 
Repertoire 
Liz is looking at a range of new songs including: world music, a "big" song, a S. 
African song, and one of Sally's songs. 
Liz thanked Chrissie for all of her help and support as Chair and thanked the choir 
as a whole for their efforts. 
Jo thanked Liz and Chrissie for a wonderful 2015. 
 
8. A.O.B 
Mark introduced us to Melvyn Bragg's novel "Now is the Time " because it is much 
about John Ball, the subject of one of our favourite songs of the year and the 
Peasant's Revolt. He offered to expand on this for anyone interested over the 
Festive break which followed. 


