
Manchester Community Choir Committee Meeting: 1 August 2013 

 

Present: Chrissie (chair), Eddie, Freddi, Maggie, Mary, Polly, Sandra, Siân,  

   Sue 

Apologies: Flo, Julie, Tudor 

 

SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS ARISING 

Agenda item Action Responsibility 

5.1 Send feedback to Street Choirs organizers Chrissie 

6.2 Create new sign-up sheets by choir section for registration, 

plus blank sheet for new members 

Freddi 

6.4 Sticky name labels to be provided Polly 

6.5 Printed info sheets to be given to all members  Chrissie, Eddie 

7.1 Buy extra disposable plates, cups and cutlery Sandra, Polly 

7.2 Email existing members asking for food and non-alcoholic 

drinks to share 

Siân 

9.1 Include CD info in above email, and remind members to bring 

cash to first rehearsal 

Siân 

15.2 Invite Liz to next committee meeting Chrissie 

 

 

ACTION POINTS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS / LONGER TERM ACTIONS / NOTES 

FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

Meeting  Action Responsibility 

Aug 2013 10.1 Role of Email/Correspondence Secretary to be created Tbd 

July 2013 5.5 Criteria for travel assistance to be reviewed All 

July 2013 Look out for something suitable for International Peace Day, 

Saturday, 21 Sept 

All – ongoing 

April–Aug 

2013 

CD production: proofreading liner notes, marketing Polly, Tudor – 

ongoing 

Feb–Aug 2013 Anniversary event Feb 2014 All, led by Maggie – 

ongoing 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting 

2.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 7 July 2013 were approved as a correct record. 

3. Matters arising  

3.1 No outstanding matters arising. 

4. Teas 

4.1 Catherine Mandon has agreed to be team leader, with help from Abiola, Henry, Lesley Heath 

(in charge of shopping for supplies), Pat Robinson and Polly (looking after money). There is 

now a labelled box in the store room for our supplies. 

5. Aberystwyth Street Choir Festival review 

5.1 Sandra reported that the Festival had been a huge success. The committee thanked her for 

her work with the arrangements. Chrissie will incorporate our comments into her feedback 

to the Festival organizers. 

6. Renewals and registration 



6.1 The new registration form has not yet been uploaded to the website. It was decided that, 

rather than having the option of registering online, we should keep the paper version, 

downloadable in both Word and pdf formats with an email link. Those wishing to register in 

advance should return the completed form as an email attachment.  

6.2 Freddi will create new sign-up sheets: existing members will be listed alphabetically by choir 

section. Where a couple have paid jointly, one of them will make a note that payment has 

been recorded against the other’s name. There will be a separate blank sign-up sheet for 

new members. 

6.3 Tudor had suggested that receipts should be given at registration but the committee felt 

that this was unnecessary since the records would show who had paid. 

6.4 Sticky labels will be provided for people to write their names on. 

6.5 All members will be given a copy of the updated information sheet: Chrissie will send this to 

Eddie for printing. Extra details include encouraging people to arrive early for rehearsals and 

help put out chairs; checking that all windows are shut at the end; and adding a link to the 

section of the website where the constitution is mentioned. 

7. Beginning of year party 

7.1 To avoid mountains of washing up it was agreed that we use paper plates, plastic cups and 

disposable cutlery. We have some supplies left from previous events, and Sandra and Polly 

will buy the extra ones needed. 

7.2 Siân will send a separate email to all existing members asking them to bring food and non-

alcoholic drinks to share. 

8. CD production and cover design update 

8.1 Liz is pleased with our singing and has reported that the first take of Kothbiro was better 

than the second! Her request that Briony be credited as the percussionist was discussed and 

agreed. 

8.2 The wording of the ‘About Us’ section in the CD booklet was confirmed. 

8.3 The definitive artwork was due to be signed off on 12 August. 

9. CD marketing and price 

9.1 The committee felt that £7 was a reasonable price, and that a bargain price of £10 for the 

new CD plus the second one would make an attractive bundle. Siân will include details in her 

email to members (see 7.2) with a reminder to bring cash. 

9.2 Maggie offered to use her craft skills to giftwrap the two-CD package. 

9.3 The Oxfam bookshop in Chorlton has promised to play the CD and display ordering details at 

the desk. 

10. Roles and responsibilities  

10.1 Rather than having all info@ emails go to Siân (as discussed at meeting on 7 July), it was 

suggested that a designated Email/Correspondence Secretary should receive and send 

emails. Further discussion was deferred, as the role will carry officer status and so will need 

a dedicated person. 

11. Constitution 

11.1 IT officer (Siân’s role) to be added to the list of officers. 



11.2 The suggested changes of detail circulated to the committee, and added to by them, were 

approved to go forward to the AGM. 

12. Correspondence and future gigs 

12.1 Freddi has responded to earlier correspondence from Dig the City (3–11 August), Peel Media 

(5–8 December) and Children with Cancer (13 December) and is waiting to hear back about 

the last two gigs. She has turned down requests for Oxjam Bury and a wedding, and has 

asked for further details from Karen Woods about Teabags and Tears at Middleton Arena 

(10–11 Jan 2014) which needs an upbeat choir. 

12.2 Campaigning Choirs email following up Aberystwyth workshop: the info will be passed on to 

the opt-in list so that members can follow it up either as individuals or draw other people’s 

attention to it. 

12.3 Raise Your Banners will not be held in November – postponed indefinitely, not cancelled. 

Chrissie has agreed to receive alerts/updates from the organizers. 

12.4 The German broadcasting company Deutsche Welle is doing a feature on Abiola’s case and 

has asked permission to use a clip from the St Ninian’s concert. The committee is happy for 

this to go ahead. 

13. Use of Dropbox/emails 

13.1 Discussion deferred to a future meeting. Meanwhile Chrissie will send documents to the 

Dropbox folder and as email attachments. 

14. 15th anniversary 

14.1 Maggie reported that all the MDs were enthusiastic about the event planned for 1 Feb 2014; 

it was suggested that they be paid £100 each. 

15. AOB 

15.1 The date of the AGM was decided as Sunday, 10 November. 

15.2 The subject of festive Christmas songs, including some new ones, was raised; this will be 

discussed at the next meeting, to which Liz will be invited. 

15.3 One member has suggested adding the Pavane Belle qui tiens ma vie to our repertoire; we 

will pass this request on to Liz. 

16. Date and venue of next meeting 

16.1 Thursday, 5 September at Freddi’s, Trafalgar Court, 201 Withington Road, Whalley Range, 

M16 8JW 


