
Manchester Community Choir 
Maggie’s House 
Thursday 5th May 2016 
Present: ��� Jo Melzack (chair), Maggie Seaby (deputy chair), Ewa 
Barker (treasurer), Chrissie Gibson (minutes), Wendy Eaden, 
Sandra Hunt, Tudor Owen, Siân Richards, Larraine Thompson  

1 Welcome and apologies ���  
Ray Dumpleton 

2 International Day of Peace, Wed 21st Sept – discussion.  
Tudor summarised the options.  
Peace One Day is an organisation, backed by the UN, which promotes the 
message of Peace Day. 
One Day, One Choir is also in international organisation aimed at uniting people 
in song to promote Peace Day. We are already registered on their website, as are  
Sacred Sounds, who are performing in Bolton. We can promote our event on their 
site. 
We decided that we would like to mark it by busking and potentially collaborating 
with Alice Nicklay and her students from RNCM and Carol Donaldson with Open 
Voice. 
Jo will discuss availability with Liz. We don’t have to do it on 21st Sept.  
If Liz is not available at the suitable day, Maggie will discuss with Carol about being 
MD for the day. If Liz is available, Maggie to discuss Open Voice performing.  
Preferred locations: Market Street outside Boots, St Ann's Square, Exchange Square 
or Chorlton.  
Railway stations not favoured because of announcements and rush hour. 
Tudor to ask Ray find out about permission to busk. 
We want to choose a time when there will be plenty of passers-by, but that will be 
convenient to most choir members. 6pm seemed favourite.  
Jo to ask for a show of hands at a choir rehearsal. 

3 Minutes of the April Committee meeting 
Agreed with minor changes 
Matters arising 
End of year party will be on Sunday July 24th at Wetherspoons in Didsbury which 
can accommodate 60-80. Room hire is free and they offer reasonably priced food - 
three starters for £10.  
Tudor to confirm the booking from 6.30pm. We will need to confirm food numbers 
nearer the time. 
We will ask people with mobility issues about getting up the stairs.  
Leicester SCF 
Liz has confirmed the songs -   
Tedumela 
John Ball 
Saltwater 



4 Past performance review ��� 
Chernobyl Children’s Charity, Friends’ Meeting House. Saturday 23rd April  
What went well worthwhile charity, emotional event, sang well, whole programme 
was good, shape of the choir on stage. Good comments from the audience. 
What went less well: Too long a day with with warm up. 
Finding space to rehearse. Uncertainty about sitting on balcony and the charity 
having to pay extra. Acoustics. So many other activities in FMH at the same time, 
led to conflicts over space. 
Learning points: start planning earlier, ensure there is an adequate practice space 
and space for belongings.  
We agreed to donate £100 to the Chernobyl Children’s project. Ewa made out a 
cheque and Larraine will write a covering letter. 

5 Survey of choir members. Discussion.    (Jo) 
Jo had circulated a draft survey. After discussion, various amendments were 
suggested. It will go out in early June via Survey Monkey. 

6 Registration for next year (16-17)     (Maggie/Jo) 
We agreed to streamline the process by going paperless and having no registration 
at the first rehearsal (Sept 11th). 
Members will be asked to pay by bank transfer. The registration form and 
additional information will be on the website. 
To encourage people to register, we will have an early bird discount.  
We will have a cap on numbers. Wendy agreed to analyse the registration stats to 
get a realistic number of members who actually attend. 
We agreed not to raise the subs.  
Small working group, Siân, Larrie and Ewa will work on the details. 

7 Dates for all rehearsals 16–17        (Siân) 
Changes from Siân’s draft: 

Sept 11th start usual time (all registration will be done in advance) 
AGM November 13th start at 3pm 
No final rehearsal on Thursday Dec 1st  
Move the normal rehearsal 26th June 2017, to 19th  ie before SCF 

Maggie to book DBC or identify gaps. 

8 Workshop 22/10/16.       (Maggie) 
We have planned a workshop with Faith Watson on 22nd October. There is a 
potential clash with a recent invitation to sing at the CND national conference on 
the same day in Manchester. 
Larrie to confirm (or otherwise) with CND within a week. 
Workshop venue could be DBC in afternoon or maybe Cross Street.  
Alternatively the workshop it could be on a Sunday.  
 
 
 



9 Future Events 
a. Chorlton Arts Festival 26/05/16    (Tudor + Wendy)   

All in order.  
Tudor to purchase vertical pop-up banner 

b. Manchester Histories Festival, 11/06/16    (Ray + Tudor) 
Singing at 1pm in Banqueting Room at the Town Hall. Rehearsal 11.30am 
Meet 11.20am. May busk in Albert Square.  

c. Leicester Street Choirs 24-26/06/16    (Maggie + Sandra) 
The sub-group will discuss people needing help. We will ask people who 
have applied before if they still need help and publicise it to all members. 

d. Llangollen International Eisteddfod 09/07/16    (Tudor +) 
e. International Day of Peace  21/09/16 (tbd) 
f. Icelandic Choir visit    7-11/10/1  

Liz is available. We could join with them in a concert in DBC on Sunday 9th 
October, which is a normal rehearsal.  
We were all in favour of the trip.  
Tudor to get back in touch and suggest they book flights.  
Details to be discussed at the next meeting. 

g. Victoria Baths 06/11/16 (tbd) 
h. Stockport Fairtrade Christmas Fair19/11/16   (Larraine & ?? 

Confirmed 
i. Freedom from Torture concert, Friday 2nd Dec  
j. Central Library.  
k. Wythenshawe? (Tudor?) 

10 Other projects  
a. Badges. To be given out at the Chorlton Arts Festival (Wendy+Maggie) 
b. Leaflet        (Chrissie, Wendy+Maggie) 

11 AOB 
The idea of section reps has been shelved. There remain issues where Committee 
members can support Liz, in particular, people talking during rehearsal.  
Committee members will “shush”, when necessary. Jo will point out that 
conversations in one part of the choir can be heard elsewhere via the hearing loop.  
Voice check for altos. Jo to ask Liz. 
Tedumela needs a different version recording. Jo to ask Liz. 
Liz’s voice clearer explanation.  Jo to ask Liz. 

12 Dates of Next Meeting 
 

Tuesday 7th June  Wendy’s house 
Tuesday 30th  Jun  Co-op Hall 

13 Sing 
We sang E Malama  


