
Manchester Community Choir 

Wendy’s House, 35 Heaton Road, Withington, Manchester M20 4PU 
Tuesday 6th December 2016 
 
Present: � �� Jo Melzac (chair), Margaret Seaby (Deputy Chair), Chrissie 
Gibson (minutes), Steve Campbell (Treasurer),, Wendy Eaden, Alan McDonald, Tudor Owen, 
Sandra Hunt, Alison Peacock, Larraine Thompson 

1. Welcome and apologies, personal objects  
Apologies from Peter Willmot 
As an icebreaker, Committee members shared stories about their chosen objects. 

2. Past performances: Learning points for the future  
a. Stockport Fairtrade Christmas Fair 19/11/16  

We would go again, if invited. The rehearsal room was good and parking plentiful. The 
performance area was good, with plenty of space. We liked being part of the whole 
event. Next time we would put chairs out first in the performance room. Catering did 
not have capacity for the numbers who wanted food. 
 

b. Freedom from Torture 02/12/16 
The church hall next door was good for the rehearsal. Entering and leaving the church 
was messy and could be simplified. If we sing there again we should make sure we 
have a good entrance and have the stage set up first. Liz was not happy with the 
acoustics at St Werburghs.  
We agreed to add “photographs” to the checklist, Chrissie to change the standard form. 
We would carefully consider an invitation next year or possibly have our own 
fundraiser at DBC.  

3. Discussion – The Bigger Picture 
 
Jo had circulated a paper in advance, which highlighted a number of current issues.. 
We agreed to avoid performances in September and October, unless something really 
special comes up. 
We agreed that strategic planning of the calendar was a good idea to ensure new 
people have a chance to learn songs, we all have more time to learn new material 
especially in the Autumn term and to avoid bunching of performances and rehearsals. 
 
We agreed to explore options to increase rehearsal time. This will be an on-going 
discussion which will be on the agenda for January. 
 
Margaret and Sandra suggested that we celebrate our 20th choir anniversary in 2019 
by hosting the Street Choir Festival 

4. Bristol trip February 17th -19th – Issues, Pros and Cons 
 

Margaret had circulated a draft programme.  
Four songs have been agreed. Hosts have offered spaces for 30 people to stay at their 
homes which will reduce the costs. There will be a workshop at the Gasworks studio, 
busking and a shared concert in Bristol centre. 



Concerns had been raised about the amount of time travelling v the time spent in the 
workshop, the principle of limiting the numbers, ensuring the right balance of parts and 
the overall costs. 
Margaret is obtaining prices for coaches, eg 49-seater, £1400 for two journeys.  
We agreed to charge £45 each (£35 for concessions). Margaret will send out an email 
about arrangements which will also mention the hardship fund.  
We will need to start learning two of  the songs as soon as possible. 
Jo will speak to Liz before Thursday. 

5. Future events updates – standing list 
a. Central Library Winter Extravaganza 10/12/16 (Chrissie & Mike) 
All arrangements agreed with the organisers. Chrissie to send out another email about the 
time and place to meet. Larry and Mike will help to usher people to the warm up room. 

 

6. Committee Meetings: 
Next Meeting: Thursday January 5th at Margaret’s House, Bay Tree House,  
2 Anerley Road, Manchester M20 2DJ 

 
 
 
 
 


