
Manchester Community Choir 

Thursday July 20th 2017  7.30pm 
Margaret Seaby’s house, 2 Anerley Road, Didsbury M20 2DJ 
 

Present:  
 Jo Melzack (chair), Margaret Seaby (Deputy Chair), Steve Campbell 
(Treasurer), Julie Batten, Chrissie Gibson, Ray Dumpleton, Wendy Eaden, Tudor Owen, Larraine 
Thompson 
Apologies: Sandra Hunt, Alan McDonald, Alison Peacock, Pauline Platt, Peter Willmot 

1. Welcome and apologies 
Jo thanked Margaret for hosting the meeting.  

2. Co-option of Pauline as Secretary 
The Committee unanimously agreed to co-opt Pauline Platt as Secretary. 

3. Past events – Learning Points: Llangollen International Eisteddfod   (Tudor) 

It was a real success and a very enjoyable event.  
Diolch yn fawr to Tudor for all the arrangements which went so well.  
Chrissie and Mike had represented the Choir at the Procession of Nations and the Parade through 
the town. They would encourage other Choir members to go earlier if we go next year to join in 
the Friday parade and to soak up the atmosphere of the Eisteddfod.  
We all agreed that busking in the town centre was much better than the previous year when we 
had busked on the main site. It was good to be on BBC Radio Wales. Both Liz and Annie did a 
good job answering the questions live. 
The fabric banner and the new poles worked well for the parade. We could have used the pop up 
banner as well at the side of the Globe stage. 
Unfortunately, there are no toilets in St Collen’s (the warm up space) and the church hall, which we 
had used last year, was being used by a dance group who were sleeping overnight. We would ask 
about ways to solve this problem in advance next year. 
Chrissie will complete the feedback form and return it to the Eisteddfod organisers. 
Tudor will thank the coach driver who did a great job and came to watch us perform. 
 

4. Street Choirs Festival 12-14th July 2019 - update      

Peter will give a short presentation at the Sunday rehearsal to inform the membership about 
progress to date and future plan.  
The Committee decided that the SCF2019 team should provide their own treasurer. Steve said they 
could use an existing second choir account to overcome the complexities of setting a new one. All 
the accounts would be kept separate.  
There will also be a further meeting between Jo, Steve and the SCF2019 team to discuss the details. 

 

5. The choir year         (Steve, Tudor & Wendy) 

The new schedule of rehearsals and Committee dates has been sorted out and they are now on the 
Choir Calendar. Thanks to for Margaret liaison with DBC. 
Jo will mention it in the announcements and stress the need to look at the website calendar because the dates 
are irregular. She will also discuss it with Liz. 

 

6. Future events standing list: updates          

a. Social after final rehearsal         (Wendy) 

Confirmed for Sunday at the Fletcher Moss PH.  
Food is £5 per head.  



Wendy will collect the money on Sunday and tick names off her list. 
She will visit the pub beforehand to check everything is all right. 
 

b. Victoria Baths 12/11/17        (Jo, Peter, 

Ray) 

Jo will chat to Liz about the event and the Heatons Youth Choir’s involvement. Ray agreed to 

help.  

It will be Remembrance Sunday. Jo will discuss choice of appropriate songs with Liz. 

 

c. Stockport Fairtrade Xmas Fair  25th Nov     (Larraine 

and ???) 

The organisers have confirmed that they want us to sing again and asked us which room we 

would prefer. We agreed that the same room as last time was fine because it would give us a 

seated audience. Larraine to ask them to put out some chairs. 

We agreed to ask for the two sessions to be fairly close together.  

We also said we would mention the long queues for the food and see whether the organisers 

could do something about it. 

 

d. Central Library16/12/17       (Alan & Wendy) 

 
e. Brighton 2018  

Peter please note it is the Street Choirs Festival, no use of the word ‘National’. 

 

7. Proposals for new events  

a. UK Choir Festival          (Wendy) 

St Albans in October. We had considered sending some representatives, but the Festival doesn’t 
encourage individual attendance. 
It will be in Manchester in Feb 2018 which fits in well with our choir year plan.  
It is mainly workshop-based with different levels of payment - silver, gold, platinum, depending 
on how much the Choir wants to do. Steve thought that the cheapest would be fine. 
Performance is optional, adjudication is also optional. It is not a competition. 
Tudor is the contact so he will look out for the email. 
More into on their website https://ukchoirfestival.com  
 

b. Gasworks Singers Visit 2018        (Margaret) 
Margaret had circulated a proposal by email earlier in the day and some people had commented 
and asked questions in advance of the meeting. Steve had produced more detailed estimates of 
costs. 
There were concerns expressed in the meeting about the costs, the number of people who would 
attend and we asked for clarification on the format. 
Margaret answered many of the questions. 
The idea was that we would busk at certain venues eg People’s History Museum, Fletcher Moss 
Gardens or in the Parsonage and raise money for that organisation in return for free 
rehearsal/performance space. 
She thought that about 20 people would come from Bristol.  
Liz would not be needed on the Friday. She has said she would be willing to do all day to early 
evening on a Saturday, followed by the Sunday morning. 

On Saturday there would be a rehearsal in the morning, a workshop in the afternoon followed 

by a concert early evening.  Other choirs would be invited and the tickets would be 

for either both the workshop and the concert together, or for the concert alone. No tickets 
would be for the workshop only. Both choirs would sing some songs together and some 
individually. It was pointed out that the concert would need to be really attractive to attract 
other people to come and pay.  

https://ukchoirfestival.com/


We could invite the She Choir or Liz’s small barbershop group. 
We discussed dates. March 2018 would be best and we agreed that it should not be the same 
weekend as a Sunday rehearsal. 
The Committee agreed that more detailed work was necessary on the venues, costs, likely 
market, date, programme and transport between the locations. 
Margaret would informally talk to Dee at the Gasworks to check out dates. 
Margaret had already set up a sub-group with Julie Batten and Dorothy Teague; Steve agreed 
to join it. They would provide more detail and report back to the Committee. 
 

c. Fundraiser for victims of torture 

We had previously agreed combine it with Gasworks Singers visit in March and use DBC. 
Tudor agreed to ask Caroline Glendinning to come to a future committee meeting to talk about the 
organisations involved.  
Steve had reminded everybody to ensure that we do make sufficient profit to raise money for the 
cause. 
 

d. Peterloo anniversary August 2019       (Larraine) 

Nothing to report at this time. 

 

8.      Choir Survey: update          (Jo) 

Jo thanked committee members for their ideas. The survey had gone out and there were currently 
51 responses.  
She had just sent a reminder to all members. She will mention it again on Sunday. 

 

9. Treasurer’s  Report             

(Steve)  

Steve had circulated his report (attached).  
 

10. IT Report                    (Alan) 

Alan had put new registration material on the website. 
Last September, we asked DBC for a Wi-Fi boost to help people who had not already registered to 
do it online at the first session of the year. Details of preparations will be discussed on 31st August.  
Registration information is already on social media. Larraine reported a number of enquiries 
already. Jo will send another reminder about registration. 
Tudor to liaise with Alan about some minor modifications to the website. 
Chrissie to find some new photos to replace ones which are dated and have our old choir attire. 

 

11. Working groups – feedback on ideas so far 
a. Email protocols         (Alan, Chrissie, Steve) 

 

12. Other projects – standing list 
a. Choir archives 

Alan has the material and will digitise it when he has free time. Items to be kept will be stored 
in Steve’s cellar.  
 

13. Minutes of June 29th meeting – any other matters arising? 5  mins 
Agreed.  
Margaret offered to contact Faith Watson to find out the costs of the arrangements of Grandma’s 

Hands and Perfect Day. 



14. AOBs          10 mins 

a. Peace Day Anniversary 2019  
Chrissie said that 19th July 2019 is the 100th anniversary of Peace Day, which was a national 
holiday to celebrate the end of WWI. This is a week after the SCF in Manchester. Peace could 
be a theme for SCF2019. Chrissie to mention it to Peter. 

b. Manchester International Festival 2019  
Tudor said there is a Fringe this year so there might be one in 2019 with potential for us to be 
involved. 

 
c. Choir Secretary  

Jo gave a vote of thanks to Chrissie who is leaving the Committee. 
Chrissie thanked the Committee members for being a good team. 
We all sang Komm at Chrissie’s request. 

  
Next meetings:     

At Chorlton Library see Choir Calendar for dates. 
 
  



 
MCC Financial report 20th July 2017 
 
 
Choir events since last report 
 
Note that when we move to three rehearsals a month the cost of an additional rehearsal before most gigs 
(ie MD’s time and travel costs plus venue hire charge) will no longer be attached to any of the events. This 
means that smaller local events will appear more economical, although the cost of big events where we 
have to travel, pay MD for a full day and provide hotel accommodation etc will still be high. 
 
 
1. Chorlton Arts Festival (25th May) 
We are awaiting our payment from CAF who are proving uncooperative at the moment. We should 
receive 70% of the takings at the door, to split three ways with the other two acts, but despite a lot of 
reminders etc this has not yet been paid. This is hoped to give about £80 for each act. Expenditure was 
£231.91, mainly MD time and expenses plus some printing of programmes and flyers.  
 
 
2. Street Choir Festival (24th June) 
Costs totalled £826.50, making this our most expensive event. We had to provide two nights hotel 
accommodation for MD plus a full day’s pay and travel cost. Also the registration costs were £78. 
 
 
3. Llangollen (8th July) 
Last event of the year and not all the costs will be in until we receive Liz’s July invoice. Total cost likely to 
be about £692. We pay a registration fee of £100 and paid £44 for the use of the church (and its free car 
parking) on the Saturday morning.  
 
 
Membership for next year 
 
Members have already started renewing their subscriptions on line. So far 6 members have renewed for 
2017-18. 

 


