
 

 

Manchester Community Choir 

Thursday August 31st 2017  7.30pm 
Chorlton  Library , Manchester Rd, Chorlton M21 9PN 
 

Present:  
 Jo Melzack (chair), Margaret Seaby (Deputy Chair),Liz Powers (Musical Director), Steve Campbell 
(Treasurer), Julie Batten, Wendy Eaden, Tudor Owen, Larraine Thompson , Alan Mc Donald, 
Pauline Platt   
Apologies: Sandra Hunt,  Alison Peacock, Peter Willmot, Ray Dumpleton. 
 
Note: actions are in italics 

1. Welcome and apologies 
Jo thanked Tudor for organizing our new meeting venue and thanks was given to Margaret for 
hosting us last year. Sandra has informed us that she wishes to leave the committee . A card of 
thanks will be given to her . The mother of former committee member Mary has died, a card of 
condolence will be sent.  
The committee members spoke about the highlights of August for them.  

2. Learning points from past events: July Social 23/07 
Wendy advised that in future , payment for the buffet would need to be made when people put their 
names down .The choir was £40 out of pocket, as some had said they would attend but then didn’t. 
Liz felt we were too dispersed in the pub. Other venues were discussed, but as the landlord of 
Fletcher Moss pub was so obliging and it was easy to walk to, it was decided to use it again for the 
December social but to request a section of the pub be reserved for the choir. 

3. Choir Survey – update and implications 
The results of the choir survey are on Facebook and the choir website. There was a good response. 
It was felt that the results showed the choir was going in the direction that the members wanted. 
The concert with Kor Rey was the most popular event. 
Tudor thought there should be some discussion as to whether we attend both Llangollen and the 
SCF in 2018 as the dates are back to back. We can’t attend Llangollen in 2019 as the date clashes 
with SCF. The application for Llangollen has to be submitted in September. Liz had concerns that 
not everyone would wish to attend both events and this could lead to unbalanced choirs at either 
event. Steve voiced some concerns as to the financial consequences of attending both. It was 
decided to put lists out during the September rehearsals (in choir parts) to gauge interest and a 
reminder email to be sent about both events. Tudor will draft this. Julie thought it would be helpful 
to produce a factsheet for the newer members regarding travel and accommodation. Jo will draft 
this. 
Liz was pleased that choir members particularly enjoyed the World Music that we sing. 

4. Treasurers report 
Steve had circulated his report. There were some concerns that the choir had spent a little too 
freely in the past 2 years. We are still not sure how many people will be registering for choir this 
year. Some people have expressed interest in coming for a taster session at the first rehearsal but 
we won’t know until after that how many are joining. As September/October and 
January/February are free of performances we will save money and any workshops should generate 
income. 
 



 

 

Jo thanked Steve for his work on the report.  

5. IT (including registration) 
a) Alan asked for some members to bring laptops/tablets to the first meeting to help speed up 

registration. Wendy, Alan, and Tudor will do this. Margaret will contact Robert from DBC 
about the WI FI booster. Larraine will remind people that registration will be at 3.30pm . 
The foyer will be set up for this. Margaret, Larraine and Sandra will act as meeters and 
greeters. Alan will also be putting out registration forms .Wendy will be taking cheques and 
cash. Choir members should wear name badges. Jo will bring some labels and pens. Tudor 
suggested another email be sent to followers and a posting to be put on Facebook. Alan and 
Steve will compare lists of registration and payments. New members often feel happier with 
word sheets. Larraine will liaise with Liz on this. Liz feels that we need to modify the 
seating plan and make it more of a semi- circle. 

b) Larraine has had an enquiry from an asylum seeker from Zimbabwe who has requested help 
with travel expenses to choir rehearsals. There is money that could be used for this. It was 
decided that Larraine contact this person and ask him to try to get to the first meeting and 
then we could take the matter further. 

c) Alan has started to digitize the choir archives.  Jo thanked Alan for his work  
         

6. New rehearsal and committee schedule check in  
 

7. Future events standing list : updates 
a) Victoria Baths 12/11/2017 – Liz to send Alex Whinnom from Heaton Youth Choir some of 

our songs and then see what the response is. 
b) Stockport Fairtrade Xmas Fair 25/11/2017 – Larraine will contact the manager to arrange 

rehearsal rooms and putting chairs out .Chairs to be put out as for a concert. Poster to be 
put up showing times of singing sessions. These will be 11.30 and 12.30. Liz suggests 
changing the order of songs in the 2 sessions. Warm up will be at 10.30. Mick will assist 
Larraine. Suggest bring own lunch or buying sandwiches from Co-Op next door. 

c) AGM 10/12/2017 – Jo needs to give at least 21 days notice for this. Will decide at the 
October committee meeting what we are doing and how. The minutes from last year are in 
Dropbox. 

d) Central Library 16/12/2017 

8. Proposals for new events 
a) UK Choir festival – Liz has been unable to find anyone who knows about this. Liz Wendy 

and Steve will try to find out more. It has only been running a year and seems to be 
workshop based. 

 
b) Gasworks Singers visit 2018 – Margaret suggested 24th/25th of March as possible dates, 

using DBC from the Saturday lunchtime and Peoples History Museum on the Sunday. 
There were some concerns regarding the logistics and cost of the venture. Margaret, Steve 
and Julie are to form a working party to produce a detailed plan which will include 
transport between locations, numbers, timings , venue hire , refreshments and total cost . 
Tudor suggested a report to be produced. A proposal could then be put forward to the 
committee. 

 



 

 

c) Fundraising for FfT- Tudor to ask Caroline Glendinning to come to 26th  October 
committee meeting to speak about the fundraising and who the money would be going to. 
Profits from the Gasworks concert would go to this. 

 
d) Margaret suggested a ½ day World Music singing workshop with a singer from Zulu 

Traditions The cost would be £300 .We may be able to use Cross St Chapel. Liz suggested 
a workshop with Sally Mc Lean, which would focus more on singing technique. Workshops 
could be open to other choirs which would generate income. Liz will check the cost with 
Sally. 

 

e) Peterloo anniversary August 2019 

9. Street Choirs Festival 2019 – bank account update 

10. Working groups – feedback on ideas so far 

11. Other projects 

12. Minutes of July 20th meeting – check action points 
 

13. AOBs 
Liz would like the choir to learn the song “People get ready”. This song has some gospel elements 
but the committee had no objections 
 
 
Next Meeting:  Sept 28th Chorlton library 7.15 

 
 
 
 
                 
 

 

  



 

 

 
MCC Financial report 20th July 2017 
 
 
Choir events since last report 
 
Note that when we move to three rehearsals a month the cost of an additional rehearsal before most gigs 
(ie MD’s time and travel costs plus venue hire charge) will no longer be attached to any of the events. This 
means that smaller local events will appear more economical, although the cost of big events where we 
have to travel, pay MD for a full day and provide hotel accommodation etc will still be high. 
 
 
1. Chorlton Arts Festival (25th May) 
We are awaiting our payment from CAF who are proving uncooperative at the moment. We should 
receive 70% of the takings at the door, to split three ways with the other two acts, but despite a lot of 
reminders etc this has not yet been paid. This is hoped to give about £80 for each act. Expenditure was 
£231.91, mainly MD time and expenses plus some printing of programmes and flyers.  
 
 
2. Street Choir Festival (24th June) 
Costs totalled £826.50, making this our most expensive event. We had to provide two nights hotel 
accommodation for MD plus a full day’s pay and travel cost. Also the registration costs were £78. 
 
 
3. Llangollen (8th July) 
Last event of the year and not all the costs will be in until we receive Liz’s July invoice. Total cost likely to 
be about £692. We pay a registration fee of £100 and paid £44 for the use of the church (and its free car 
parking) on the Saturday morning.  
 
 
Membership for next year 
 
Members have already started renewing their subscriptions on line. So far 6 members have renewed for 
2017-18. 

 


