
 

 

Manchester Community Choir 

Thursday October 26th 2017  7.30pm 
Chorlton  Library , Manchester Rd, Chorlton M21 9PN 
 

Present:  
 Jo Melzack (chair), Steve Campbell (Treasurer), Tudor Owen, Ray Dumpleton, Wendy Eadon, 
Larraine Thompson, Pauline Platt .  
Apologies: Margaret Seaby, Peter Willmot, Alan Mc Donald, Julie Batten. 
 
Note: actions are in italics 

1. Welcome and apologies 
Jo welcomed the committee to the meeting, and a welcome was given to Caroline Glendinning who 
was to give a short update on the charity “ Freedom from Torture “. See item 5 below. 

2. Learning points from past events 

3. Application for charitable status proposal 
Wendy had contacted Tudor about this matter as he had researched and proposed this in the past . 
Wendy discovered that as our annual income is over £5000 we should apply for charitable status, 
although this is not obligatory. If we joined the organization “Making Music” (for a fee of £75) 
they can offer advice on the application process. Steve mentioned another organization “National 
Association of Choirs” who may also be of help. 
The main advantage of becoming a charity is financial as we would be able to claim Gift Aid on tax  
paying  members  subscriptions. We would need to keep and store completed gift aid forms for 6 
years; although it may be possible to do this on-line. Wendy was informed that the process could 
take 4-6 weeks. A change would need to be made to the constitution and this would need to be 
agreed at the AGM this year. Steve felt that the committee could be the trustees/management 
committee. Copies of a draft change to the Constitution were handed to committee members (see 
attached sheet) and was agreed, with the proviso that the words “or management committee” be 
added after the word “trustees” Jo asked Tudor to draft the changes to the constitution, (see 
attached sheet from Tudor). This needs to be sent out 21 days before the AGM. If anyone has any 
proposals for formal consideration they need to be submitted to the committee. 
If we do go ahead with applying for registered charity status, gift aid would not apply until 
September 2018 
 
Jo thanked Wendy for her work on this. 

4. AGM  
Julie Batten wishes to stand down from the committee. The rest of the committee are willing to 
stay on. The constitution allows up to 20 members of the choir to be on the committee, but this was 
felt to be too many people. Jo will send an email out next week regarding the AGM and will ask if 
there are any members of the choir who wish to join the committee. The current committee have to 
say that they have resigned. Tudor suggested for ease of process, that someone from the choir 
could propose that the current committee is nominated and can carry on. Seven days before the 
AGM the list of nominees, Chair’s report and Treasurer’s report goes out. 



 
Tudor and Peter had suggested to Jo various differences between Liz’s report and the Chairs 
report. Steve mentioned in the past that there has been some confusion regarding the dates of the 
year being discussed. Although the committee runs from Jan to Dec, the financial year of the choir 
is Sept to Aug. This can be problematic when an officer takes over during the financial year. Tudor 
felt that Liz would still want to include in her report the performances we are doing up to 
Christmas, but it was agreed that Jo would ask her to stick to the period Sept 16 to August 17. 
Jo asked Steve to send his report by the 3rd December. 
The AGM will start at 3.30pm 
Wendy spoke about the Christmas Social .The pros and cons of using the Fletcher Moss pub were 
voiced in a previous meeting .Wendy will ask the landlord whether we could have an area sectioned 
off for the use of the choir . Margaret had recommended Saints and Scholars in Didsbury which can 
do food at £7 a head. Jo asked Wendy to investigate this. 

5. Future events standing list update 
Victoria Baths 12/11/17 
Jo said we can use the lockers but we may need to share .We will be using the downstairs room and 
chairs will be put out. Wendy has the PA from Liz. Jo had concerns regarding timing and the  
flashmob idea . It may be better to do this before the 2nd set. Liz will ask for volunteers. We will 
do this 10 minutes before the set .There is a balcony above the stalls , we may do it there. It was 
suggested that the standing banner should be put near the café, Larraine will ask Chrissie Gibson if 
she would make a sign showing the times of our sets. Another banner will be hung on the outside 
railings. 
 
Stockport Fairtrade Christmas Fair 25/11/17 
Larraine suggested that we arrive at 10.15. We can put our coats to store in the bar area but 
suggested placing our bags behind us when we perform. We are singing in the same room as last 
time. They will set tables and chairs out and there will be campaigning stalls around the area. At 
the front chairs will be arranged in a semi- circle. 
Chrissie has made a poster showing our performance times. 
There may be children playing a steel band. Larraine suggested that they set up their things whilst 
we are rehearsing and place them to one side 
There are 3 options for food. 
Bring your own. 
Go to the Co Op next door for food . 
Fill in a pre- order slip and pay for food from the café and then collect in our break 
The venue will be open from 8 am. Entrance is at the back where the car park is. 
Tudor will take the podium. PA will not be needed. Ray will organize the banner. Alan will print off 
emergency contact nos which will also be needed for Vic Baths .John Eadon will do photography. 
 
Central Library plus busk 16/12/17 
Wendy suggested that committee members we arrive at the library at 10.20, in order to direct 
members to the rehearsal room, ready to rehearse at 10.30. We are rehearsing in the downstairs 
cloakroom. Tudor will bring the podium . John Eadon is bringing the PA which will be needed for 
the library and Victoria  Station. Larraine and Mick will take it to the station . Steve with Jo and 
Alan’s help will bring it home to store. 
We will start at Victoria Station at 1pm and do 2 sets . People should aim to get there for 12.50. 
Tudor will ask MCC members to ask their friends to volunteer to collect for the chosen charity (see 
the Booth Centre) and Ray will bring the banner . 
A discussion took place as to whether Liz would be paid for the 50 minute break between the 
Central Library gig and the busking at Victoria Station, and it was agreed that she should, because 
she had no option but to stay in town. 
 
 
 
U.K choir festival 17th/18th Feb 2018 



 
Steve said several people are interested in this. The Saturday date has been chosen. An email will be 
sent out asking people to give their names to Steve and asking for a bank transfer to be made for 
the £30 fee. Jo will do an announcement regarding this. 
 
Zulu traditions workshop 24/2/2018 
The contract for this event has been signed. Tickets will be available for the choir to buy in 
November. 
 

Spring Sing  24th-25th/3/18 
 
Llangollen 7/7/18 
Tudor announced that the Icelandic choir Kor Rey are planning to come to Llangollen next year 
and would like to do something with MCC. It was suggested that they join us for our rehearsal on 
Thurs 5th July. We could perhaps join them towards the end of their set at Llangollen and they 
could join us at the beginning of our set. Tudor will enquire about using a larger stage at the venue. 

6. Proposals for new events 
Manchester Histories Festival June 2018 
We have been invited to take part. The theme will be Protest,Freedom, Democracy and Freedom of 
Speech. The festival will run from 7th – 11th June. Details will be announced on 16th Nov. Tudor has 
offered to attend the announcement. 
 
Fundraising for Freedom from Torture 
Caroline Glendinning gave a short summary on the current status of the charity. The charity has 
had a change in management. All donations now go directly to the London headquarters and these 
are then distributed from there. If we want to fundraise but wish to ensure that the money benefits 
clients in the North West there are several options for groups we might support. 
A group of volunteers and supporters help with funding therapeutic activities   
A second group is involved with a destitution relief fund which provides grants and services for 
refugees and asylum seekers. Money to these groups would go to help clients of FfT in the North 
West.(see attached sheet) 
An alternative is to support BOAZ TRUST. This is a Christian charity which primarily helps with 
accommodation. The advantages of working with them are that they would help with publicity, 
fundraising and they have links with local churches. Steve asked whether they would put on an 
event that we could sing at. Jo asked whether they could help with a venue. Caroline said she could 
liaise with them but she felt it would need to be a joint venture rather than the choir slotting into 
an event. 
Tudor asked if Alice Nicolay (former NW Fundraiser for FfT) was still involved with the 
supporters group. Caroline said that she was now involved with “Music Action International”. 
Tudor wondered whether Alice could get supporters to help with collecting money if we did do a 
fundraising event. The supporters group next meeting is in 10 days; we will let them know what 
we decide. Jo thanked Caroline for coming to the meeting. 
Wendy had heard good reports about BOAZ. Tudor said people spoke highly of them but that they 
are an overtly Christian charity. Originally the visit from Bristol GWS was going to be a 
fundraising event, however Jo feels that as we are now no longer hosting a concert as such being 
and people will have paid for a workshop it would not be appropriate to fundraise as well. Steve felt 
it would not be our first choice of charity due to the religious element, and it could involve another 
concert. There is a gap in our calendar in April however it may be better to leave it until the 
following year. Jo felt we don’t need to make a decision yet. 
 
Peterloo anniversary August 2019 



 

7. Treasurer’s Update 
Steve said that 101 people have signed up to choir and paid. He has looked at the train fares and 
accommodation costs for Liz for Brighton and feels that we need to suggest she act on this soon as 
should the members of the choir who are planning to attend. He has also looked at the cost of 
coaches. These could be booked and the cost divided between the passengers. It was agreed to 
adopt Steve’s suggestion that the money given by Sally Mitchell should now be called “choir 
assistance fund”. 
The committee thanked Steve for his work. 

8. Street Choirs Festival 2019 
. 

9. IT Update 
 

10. Membership update 
Larraine’s figures show 105 people have joined though not all have yet paid.  

 

11. Working groups 
Email protocols 

 
 

12. Other projects 
Monthly newsletter 
We are moving towards this. Steve clarified that the idea for the newsletter was to gather several 
topics we need to inform members about and send them together, either monthly or every few 
weeks, rather than lots of separate emails. We could all contribute any items we want to send. It 
probably wouldn’t need any special software. 

                 

13.  Minutes of 28th September 
Item 3 –coaches 
Podium 

 

14.  AOB 
Photo coordinator/info pack for newbies 
 
 
 
 
Next meeting 7.15  Thurs November 30th  Chorlton Library 


