
 

 

 

Manchester Community Choir 

Thursday January 25th 2018   
Chorlton  Library , Manchester Rd, Chorlton M21 9PN 
 

Present:  
 Jo Melzack (chair), Steve Campbell (Treasurer), Tudor Owen, Pauline Platt , Margaret Seaby 
(deputy chair), Alan Mc Donald, Larraine Thompson, Lizzie Gent,  Ray Dumpleton,  Liz Powers 
(Musical Director) 
Apologies: Wendy Eaden, Peter Willmot, Angela Dellow 
 
Note: actions are in italics 

1. Welcome and apologies 
Jo welcomed the committee and Liz.  

2. Proposals for new events. 
Manchester Histories Festival 10/6/2018 Celebration Day 
We have been asked to perform at this event. Tudor had already produced a sheet with all the 
details of this gig, which also listed the pros and cons of this event. It was suggested that we do 
either 2x20 minute slots or 1 longer one. We would rehearse at the Art gallery (or possibly the 
Midland Hotel) and this would be cost free for the choir. The choir’s costs will be Liz’s fee and 
travel expenses. No fee will be payable to the choir. Performance would be at 3pm and rehearsal 
time would be 1.45 – 2.45. 
The Celebration Day is the fun event at the end of the 4 day long feastival. It will include various 
stalls, guest speakers and some drama. 
We will need the podium, PA and banner. Liz has a big gig before this event and has therefore 
requested that the PA is available for the rehearsal as she may be vocally challenged that day. 
June 10th is a rehearsal day; Alan therefore suggested moving the rehearsal to June 3rd. Liz 
confirmed she could do the 3rd and the committee then agreed to this change. 
There was a discussion as to where we were to sing at the Central Library. The MHF organizer 
proposed that we sing just off the café. This area has a large funnel which leads to the reading room 
upstairs. We would need to sing in front of a large circular device. Ray had concerns regarding the 
acoustics as he felt that the sound disappears up the funnel. Lizzie felt the space is cramped due to a 
number of display cases in that area. However Tudor said that we would be in front of the funnel, 
that the bulk of the activities would be downstairs, giving us a larger audience and any sound 
escaping up the funnel may attract people from the upstairs area to come and listen. Lizzie offered 
to look into the siting of the performance. 
Margaret suggested we vote on whether we accept this gig. The consensus was yes. 
 
Busking for the Booth Centre 
Tudor has already spoken to the station manager about busking in March or April. He said that 
there were no problems with any weekend, and there would be no problems with public liability. 
Liz thought that April would be better as we already have a full weekend event in March. Jo and 
Liz had some concerns regarding background noise at the station.  Other locations were discussed 
including Spinningfields. Spinningfields require a public liability of 5 million pounds. Allied 
London who own Spinningfields have connections with the Homeless Initiative at Manchester 
council. Jo will contact them and Liz will check whether her own public liability covers the choir 
too. 
 



 

 

 
Pankhurst Statue event 14/12/2018 
We have no further details about this event except that it will be a Friday and during the daytime. 
Elly Curran has been contacted by a Didsbury councilor who initiated this and he has asked 
whether we would be interested in performing at this event. Liz could only do this if it was in 
school hours. We would need to check how many members would be able to attend and find out the 
exact time. Jo will liaise with Ellie. 
 
Victoria Baths April  2019 ? 
Jo has received a request that we sing there on the 2nd Sunday in April 2018. This is likely to be a 
rehearsal date, we have already sung at the venue this choir year and it will incur costs. Peter has 
already contacted the West Indian Community Centre and they have offered us a smaller room 
upstairs.   It was felt that Spring 2019 would be a better idea.Jo will contact Victoria Baths about 
this. 
 
Peterloo anniversary August 2019 

3. IT and Calendar update. 
 
There was a detailed discussion regarding rehearsal dates for the rest of the choir year. Alan 
produced a chart showing rehearsal dates and gig dates. It was felt that in some months we had too 
few rehearsal dates, some rehearsals too close together or too far apart. Bank holidays, elections 
and school holidays added further complications. It was decided that the rehearsal dates in March 
would be 1st, 11th, and the 19th. We would have 2 rehearsals in May, 13th and the 21st. In June we 
would rehearse on 3rd, 14th and the 25th. July would have us rehearsing on the 5th and our last 
rehearsal will be on the 22nd of July. We would also cancel the scheduled rehearsal on 12th July. Liz 
agreed to these dates. 
We decided that we would not sing at the Chorlton Arts Festival this year. 
We will perform our stage set pieces for SCF at Manchester Histories Festival. 
Steve asked how many members of our choir were attending the busking session at the Spring 
Sing. Margaret thought about 42. 
Margaret will contact DBC re changes in rehearsal dates. 
Alan will revise the choir calendar. 
Margaret suggested changing the wording on the web page to say events rather than just 
performances. Tudor will work with Alan on this.  

4. Charitable status project 
 
We now have agreement from the members of the choir to amend the constitution. Jo will amend 
the wording. Next month Steve will send a document showing the pros and cons of obtaining 
charitable status. 

5. Learning points from past events 
 
Regular photographer 
The need for and difficulties of obtaining a regular photographer for our performances were 
discussed. Larraine suggested asking members for assistance with this at the rehearsal before a gig. 
This should be put on the check list. 
 
Song intros by choir members. 
It was mentioned at the Central Library gig by some members of the public that they enjoyed 
hearing the introductions of the songs by individual members of the choir. Jo wondered whether 



 

 

this should be a permanent feature. Liz said she disliked not connecting with the audience, and she 
still had to write out what was being said. The audience also sees the relationship between the MD 
and the choir. Liz has seen introductions by choir members done badly in the past. Steve agreed 
with this sentiment and felt that sometimes it had been the low point in a performance. Larraine 
suggested we have people in reserve if Liz is ill. 

6. Future events standing list : updates. 
 

UK choir festival 
8 people are now attending. Liz knows other people who are taking choirs so we will know what it 
will be like if we decide to take a choir next time.  
 
Zulu Traditions workshop 24/2/2018 
Only 6 tickets are left for this event. Margaret suggested that profits go to choir funds. The 
committee supported this. Helpers are needed for the event.  
 
Spring Sing March 24th/25th 2018 
22 tickets are left and we are in profit. Margaret proposed that the profits from the cake stall go to 
Levenshulme Growing Together. The committee agreed to this. She suggested asking people to 
bring salad based food for shared lunch at this event. There have been many offers of 
accommodation. She suggested that we ask for payment for the after event party in February.  
Liz confirmed the songs for this event. 
 
Brighton SCF June 29th-July1st  
Margaret has paid for the choir’s registration. The coach will leave at 10.30 am. A 49 seater coach 
has been booked but not yet paid for. Steve will pay the deposit. The overall cost of the coach is 
£2200. Open Voice choir will be taking some seats on the coach. If we find that we need a smaller 
coach we can change our booking. The individual cost will be £50 per person. Some people will be 
bringing partners/friends. Margaret suggested people should be asked for payment for the coach in 
March. Individual registration for the festival will be in February online. Margaret suggested 
putting reminders in the newsletter. 
There will be only 2 busks at this event. It is thought that the choir performances will be 
interspersed with the professional acts on both Friday and Saturday nights. MCC will be 
performing in the Dome on the Saturday evening. 
 
Llangollen July 7th 2018 
Tudor has a quote from Belle Vue coaches for a 49 seater coach at a cost of £575. Charging £13 
per person should cover the cost. We have no indication yet as to the times of performances but we 
will be singing before or after Kor Rey on the same stage. 
 
Stockport FTF November 24th 
Larraine said that they would like us to do this event again this year. It was agreed that we would.  
Larraine also remarked that she enjoyed busking at Chorlton shopping centre several years ago. 
Further busking opportunities could be discussed another time. Tudor and Ray reported that each 
December we are inundated with requests for Xmas time gigs and 99% were too short notice. A 
good example last year was from Wythenshaw Hospital.Tudor to contact them now to see if they 
would like to reissue the invite for December 2018.  

7. Treasurer’s update 
 
Steve produced his latest financial report .He thought we need £2700 to pay for events, but it is an 
estimate as our plans are fluid. He hopes we will not make a loss. Tudor asked whether the cost of 



 

 

extra rehearsal times is included. Steve said this was not the case. Some of the costs of Brighton 
SCF are not yet in, including Liz’s accommodation. Jo thanked Steve for his work on this. 

 

8. Street Choirs Festival 2019 

9. Membership 
 
Info pack idea 
 
Member welfare role description 
 
Larraine reported a steady trickle of people joining since January. We need to attract more basses. 
Can we ask members if they know of any men who would like to join? Alan and Tudor will put on 
website and Facebook. It was suggested putting notices on university noticeboards and in libraries. 
Jo liked how Larraine had set up the area in the entrance of DBC. 
Jo wondered how members could easily make suggestions to the committee. Margaret thought it 
would need to be on the members’ area of the website. Lizzie agreed to do this. Margaret suggested 
mentioning this in the newsletter.  

10. Other projects /issues 
 
Newsletter 
Everyone thought this has been well executed and worked very well. 
 
New rehearsal pattern review 
Jo and Steve are discussing this. It will be on the agenda next month for discussion. Liz will put her 
thoughts in an email. 
 
Calling Cards 
These are usually used for people wishing to book the choir. They are sometimes given out after a 
gig. They are easier to create than a leaflet. Liz suggested that we minimize the information on the 
card. Tudor will produce one for the next meeting and find out the cost. 
 
Jo’s holiday 2nd – 27th March 
Jo will be on holiday and Pauline will also not be available to take minutes at the March meeting. 
 
Collections at gigs? 
Either for the choir or charity? Collections for the choir would be more appropriate if we were a 
registered charity. As regards collecting for charity we would need permission from the venue. We 
could do this at Central Library as they are not fundraising themselves. Liz wondered whether the 
choir could do their own fundraising for the choir such as raffles. Jo will consider this. 
 
Minutes December 21st 
Approved 
 
Minutes AGM 2017 
Approved 
 
Next meeting 7.15 Thurs  February 22nd Chorlton Library 


